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Alan Anthony 
592 Rockbridge Dr. 

Leesburg Va. 20175 
703 111 3250 (H) 

703 437 7070 W) , 7 • - '5 

vacoinage@aol. com 


Dear Mr. Newman, 

I am enclosing a copy of the combined die attribution information that I hope to 
provide to the C4 members who show interest in Virginia Halfpence. I hope that you find 
no errors, but if you do please let me know so I might correct them. Morris Hankins and 
Syd Martin will also serve as proofreaders if you approve of its distribution. Additional 
information will be included as it is confirmed. 


Thanks, 



Alan Anthony 



Eric P. Newman’s 

Coinage for Colonial Virginia 
With Additions 


Foreword 

I have undertaken this manuscript because I feel that Eric P. Newman s 
pioneering work on Virginia Halfpence has too long been ignored. This is in part 
because the scarcity of the two original works has made them unavailable or unknown 
to many interested collectors. I have transcribed Mr. Newman’s “Die Varieties of 
Halfpence” from “Coinage for Colonial Virginia” with ’’Additions to Coinage for 
Colonial Virginia” from ” Museum Notes X” included. Both works Having been 
published by the American Numismatic Society in 1956 and 1962 respectively. Those 
working on classification with only a copy of the first work are warned in the original 
1956 plates reverses N and Z are transposed. The corrections to the descriptive text 
for reverses P and D are included here. 1 have made only minor grammatical changes 
and clarifications to the original text. As my notations are added they will appear in 
italics, as is this page. 

This is a work in progress, being revisited after too many decades of neglect. I 
would welcome any new discoveries, clarifications, observations or suggestions that 
you may offer. I question if Virginia Halfpence will ever gain wide study by die 
variety, but given the tedium and following of Miller’s Connecticut’s all things are 
possible. Thus we will begin the sub-classification ofW/O P (With Out Period after 
GEORGIVS) and WP (With Period after GEORGIVS). This will provide an interim 
step for well-worn pieces and entry-level collectors. 


Alan Anthony 


Methodology 

It has been suggested that the measurements between periods is too tedious, but 
I can envision no other way to expedite the process of atribubition. A rule in 1/64’s of 
an inch can easily and inexpensively be obtained from the tool distributors who supply 
automobile mechanics. They are variously called a machinist’s rule or a carburetor 
float gauge. In order to protect the coin from contact with the metal rule it may be 
placed in a quarter 2x2 for the purpose of measurement. You will need some 
magnification to take the measurements so I suggest a free standing four or five power 
lens, clip on loupe for reading glasses or magnifying visor in order to keep both hands 
free. 

Starting with the obverse measure and record the distance between the centers 
of the period after GEORGIYS, ifpresent and the period after III. Take the distance of 
the period after III to the period after REX. If applicable record the reading from the 
period after REX back to the period after GEORGIYS. Next record the number of 
strings the harp has on the reverse. From the table begin to mark off the possibilities 
as they are eliminated using the text and plates. 

It is best to keep the manuscript in a loose-leaf format so that only the 
applicable pages can be removed and used to avoid flipping back and forth. Extra 
copies of the typetable should be made and kept with the manuscript. 


Coinage For Colonial Virginia 
With Additions 
Die Varieties of Halfpence 

Obverses 

Obverses with No Period After GEORG I VS 
(W/O P) 


Obv. 64ths of 
No. an inch 


Special Features 


With Rev. 


between 
centers of 
of periods 


29 Last period much lower than center of letters. 


A 


2 29 x / 2 O nearer E than R in GEORGIVS. Period much 

closer to I than R. 


E 


3 30 Base of first I in III slightly low. Third I of III as 

close to R of REX as E is. E closer to X than R. 


F 



4 30 Vi Top of second I of III nearer top of first I than third I. 

Period slightly nearer I than R. E in REX nearer R than X. 


u O O 






31 Third I of III too low. 

Tip of wreath somewhat closer to S than to III 


6 311/2 Second I of III farther from third I than from First I. X 

Period nearer R than I. E in REX nearer X than R. 

7 31 V 2 First I in III tilts left. Period after X higher than center D 

and extremely close to X and to curl. 

Tip of wreath closer to S than to III. 









Second G in GEORGIVS slightly low. In III first I tilts 
sharply to left and second I tilts slightly to left. 

E closer to X than to R. Period after X high. 

Late die state exists with no periods on obverse or reverse. 


8 31 


H 



Baseline of third I of III higher than baseline of R. 
Period slightly closer to R than to I. E in REX slightly 
nearer R than X. 

Tip of wreath closer to S than to III. 










10 27 Vi Third I of III low. Continuation of upright of R in Rex W 

would clear underside of nose. Final period barely clear 
of right side of X and as close to curl as to upper point of X. 

Tip of wreath closer to S than to III. 

11 30 Center I of III slightly nearer I to left than I to the right. D 

Period closer to I than to R. Last period slightly above 
Centerline of letters. 

Tip of wreath closer to S than to III. 

12 30 Third I of III lower than other two. R in GEORGIVS tilts W 

left relative to adjacent G. R in REX tilts to the left. 

Last period below centerline of letters. 

Tip of wreath closer to S than to III. 






13 30 '/2 Middle I of III slightly nearer I on left than I on right. V 


Period slightly nearer I than R. All letters widely spaced. T 

Continuation of upright of R in REX would fall entirely 

on the front of the nose adjacent to the tip. Diameter through 

point of left leaf of three top leaves would almost touch 

right side of S. 

Tip of wreath closer to S than to III. 



Obverse 

With Low Period After GEORGIVS 
(W/L P) 

An irregular period after S is on the baseline of the letters 
instead of on the centerline of the letters. This period may 
actually be only a die injury. Second period closer to I than to R. 
S is not as close to 12 o’clock position as first I of III, whereas 
in Obverse 7 (which is similar) S is nearer 12 o’clock than 
first I of III. 



Obverses with Period after GEORGIYS 


20 29 Space between tops of first and second I of III wide. 

31 Period after III nearer I than R. 

50/4 Right leg of R over tip of nose. 


21 30 V-i III perfectly spaced. N 

31 Right leg of R over tip of nose. 

50 Vz 


X Z 








22 31 E high in GEORGIVS. O nearer E than R in GEORGIVS. S 

31 Vi Top of third I wide right. Right leg of R over tip of nose. 

51 Period after X low. R is close to G. 




23 32 Top of second I and third I in III distant. 

28 Vi Period after III higher than centers of lettering. 

49 S is somewhat low and distant from V. Period after X is low. Legs of R 
over tip of nose. 


73 O 




51 Legs of R over tip of nose. 





MBVk 

25 33 Base of first G low. Top of First and second I in III 

28 distant. 

50 Upright of R points to tip of nose. 



26 35 Second I in III tilts left. Center punch mark shows Y 

28 near curls. 

51 Vi Upright of R points to tip of nose. 





28 Base of first I in III slightly low. 

51 Legs of R almost clear the underside of the nose. 



Reverses 


Rev. 

Letter 

A 


Reverses with Six String Harp 


with 

obverse 

Small 7’s in date. Period after date as near V as 3. 1 

Third lion touches branch. Right leaf ends opposite 

midpoint between I and R. Left leaf ends opposite 

center of left base of A. Third I slopes down to right 

relative to horizontal divider. Periods centered. 



B G distant from R and I. Third lion Touches branch. 5 

Right leaf ends opposite space to the right of first I. 9 

Left leaf ends opposite left tip of right base of A. 

Third I parallel to horizontal divider. Period near top 
line of A. Period after 3 centered. In some specimens 4 lh 
5 th and 6 th strings from the left side of harp are double cut. 






Reverses with 7 String Harp 


V is low and touches leaf. N almost touches arms. 

Second 7 higher than 3. Third lion touches branch. 

Right leaf ends slightly right of center of first I. Left leaf ends 
opposite right tip of left base of A. Third I parallel to 
horizontal divider. Period after date near top line. 

Period after A higher than center. 

V is low and close to leaf. Top of G curls up. Top of 7 
higher than 3. Horses lower hind legs not struck clearly 
Third lion touches branch. Right leaf ends opposite point 
between center and right side of upright of first I. 

Left leaf ends opposite center of narrow A. Third I parallel 
to horizontal divider. Both periods higher than center. 

V touches leaf. N is low. Right leaf ends opposite center of 
first I. Left leaf ends close to and opposite center of A. 

Third I parallel to horizontal divider. Both periods higher 
than center line. 

V is low. First I tilts right. G curls up at top. Right leaf ends 
opposite center of first I. Left leaf ends opposite center of A. 
Third I slopes down to right relative to horizontal divider. 
Both periods near top of line. 



H Leaf under V has angular bend to vertical position. N is too low 8 

A tilts to right. Large lion touches line. Right leaf ends opposite 
center of first I. Left leaf ends opposite left tip of right base of A. 

Third I slopes down to right relative to the horizontal divider. 

Periods are above center 







J Right top of V higher at right end. Second I touches arms. A tilts 27 

to right and it’s right base is defective. Third lion touches branch. 

Right leaf ends opposite center of first I. Left leaf ends opposite 
center of left base of A. Third I parallel to horizontal divider. 

Periods centered. 






K 



v toucnes and second 1 is very close to arms. A is high. 

Third lion touches branch. Right leaf ends opposite center of 
first I. Left leaf ends opposite left tip of right base of A. Right 
side of third I parallel to horizontal divider. Period above 
Centerline of A. Period after 3 centered. 








opposite left side of upright of first I. Left leaf ends opposite 
center of A. Third I parallel to horizontal divider. Periods centered. 




N V is low. G is large and curls up at top. Second I touches arms. 20 


Third lion almost touches branch. Right leaf ends opposite left 21 

side of upright of first I. Left leaf ends opposite left tip of right 
base of A. Third I slopes slightly up to right relative to horizontal 
divider. Both periods slightly above center line. 






V is low. Right leaf ends opposite left side of upright of first I. 4 

Left leaf ends close to and opposite right side of left base of defective A. 
Third I parallel to horizontal divider. Periods higher than center. 


O 









is low and touches leaf. G is to high and much nearer R than I. 
Second I shows double cutting. Right leaf points to he right side of 
upright of first I. Left leaf ends opposite left tip of right base of A. 
Third 1 is parallel to horizontal divider. Period is near top line of 3. 
Period after A is slightly above the centerline. 









V is low. Top of 3 higher than 7. Left base of A is high. Third 23 

lion touches branch. Right leaf ends opposite left tip of first I. 

Left leaf ends opposite center of A. Left side of third I slopes 
slightly down to right relative to horizontal divider. Periods centered. 

R is closer to G than to I. 








V is low and very close to arms. Second I touches arms. N is low. 
Right leaf ends opposite left tip of first I. Left leaf close to and ends 


opposite right tip of left base of A. Third I parallel to horizontal divider. 
Period after 3 centered. Period slightly above centerline of A. R is closer 
to I than to G. 







S V distant from first I. Second I dose to arms. Third lion touches 


branch. Right leaf ends opposite left tip of first I. Left leaf ends 
opposite center of A. Third I slopes down to right relative to 
horizontal divider. . Period at top line of 3. Period above 
Centerline of A. 







Right leaf ends opposite right portion of upright of I. 

R should tilt farther to the right. Left leaf ends close to and 
opposite right end of left base of A. Third I parallel to horizontal 
divider. 3 is far from shield. 







Reverses with 8 String Harp 


V is low and tilts right. Right leaf ends opposite left end of 
base of first I. Second I touched arms. Third 1 slopes down to 
right relating to horizontal divider. Large lion clear of line. 
Going from top down tail ends of the three small lions are 
successively nearer the line. Left leaf close to and ends 
opposite center of bases of A. Periods barely higher than 
center lines. 



-«3— --, » w 

having first been punched so as to touch the shield. Right leaf 12 

ends opposite left tip of first I. Left leaf ends close to and 
opposite right of left base of A. Third I parallel to horizontal 
divider. Periods after 3 and A higher than center line. Two die breaks 
develop from border to left loop on bottom of shield. 


X V is low, tilts right and is close to leaf. Second I touches arms. 6 

Large lion touches line. Right leaf ends opposite left side of 20 

upright of first I. Left leaf close to and ends opposite center of 
narrow A. Third I slopes down to right relative to horizontal divider. 
Period higher than centerline of 3. Period near top line of A. 




and almost touches arms. Third lion touches branch. Right leaf 
ends opposite left side of upright of first I. Left leaf close to and 
ends opposite right tip of left base of A. Third 1 parallel to horizontal 
divider. Period after 3 centered. Period higher than centerline of A. 












V is low. First I tilts right. Third lion almost touches branch. 
Right leaf ends opposite right tip of first I. Left leaf ends close to 
and opposite center of narrow A. Third I slopes down to right 
relative to horizontal divider. Flat period above centerline of 3. 
Flat period near top line of A. 













